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they say. A bolder infidel I have not met with
since I was last at the pagan circle, near old
Charing, where God was owned, sworn by, impre-
cated, blasphemed, and denied, all in a breath.

But to go on: the curiosity of mankind, I say,
was never fully satisfied but when something won-
derful was offered; and therefore miracle was imme-
diately called for, when any new system was offered,
or anything difficult proposed.

Thus when God sent Moses and Aaron to
Pharaoh, he supposes the very case; Moses and
Aaron were to assure Pharaoh that God sent them,
and they were in his name to demand liberty for
the children of Israel. The demand was surprising:
it was an insolent thing indeed, for a couple of
slaves to come and ask the king to release six
hundred thousand men, slaves like themselves, from
their captivity, and from the king's service, whose
subjects, or rather servants, they were; and
Pharaoh, it is to be supposed, began to resent it;
nay, we may suppose, without any presumption, that
Pharaoh's courtiers made game at them, and his
ministers of state perhaps proposed to punish them
for their impudence, and for putting such notions
into the people's heads, which might be dangerous,
and might excite tumults and rebellion; and there-
fore it was prudence to suppress the insolence, and
make examples of the two pretended ambassadors.

But hold! says Moses, we do not come to affront
your majesty, nor are the people we come to speak
for, inclined to revolt or rebel; but we come from
God; the people of Israel whom we represent, are
God's chosen favourite nation, though they are
your servants, and they are commanded to go three
days' journey into the wilderness, to perform a great
sacrifice, and make a great feast to him; and there-
fore we come to desire your leave, that we may go
peaceably, and do the duty of our worship ; assur-